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We will begin by 12:05 pm.

Thank you for your patience.

Please open the “chat” function in Zoom as we will use this to 
ask questions at the END of the presentation.

College of Arts & Sciences



2

Pass/Fail
General Advice

Medical/Dental/PA schools prefer that all credits possible are taken for a letter grade. Remember that the
schools are looking not only at the pre-requisite courses but also at the rigor of your chosen program and your 
course load semester-by-semester. 

Remember that “P” means that your grade was in the A, B, C, or D range; “F” means that your grade was an F.

“F” grades are always used in GPA calculations. “P” grades are never used in GPA calculations.
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Pass/Fail
General Advice

Medical/Dental/PA schools prefer that all credits possible are taken for a letter grade. Remember that the
schools are looking not only at the pre-requisite courses but also at the rigor of your chosen program and your 
course load semester-by-semester. 

What if I would like to take a CORE REQUIREMENT pass/fail this semester?

Because of the unique learning environment this semester, taking a CORE REQUIREMENT pass/fail would 
likely be understandable. 

Considerations: GPA (semester and overall), rigor, course impact

College of Arts & Sciences



4

Pass/Fail
General Advice

Medical/Dental/PA schools prefer that all credits possible are taken for a letter grade. Remember that the
schools are looking not only at the pre-requisite courses but also at the rigor of your chosen program and your 
course load semester-by-semester. 

What if I would like to take a MAJOR/MINOR REQUIREMENT pass/fail this semester?

Science Majors (Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Math)
• ALL courses in these areas will be included in your BCPM (or BCP) GPA – “P”  will not be factored into a GPA, “F” will 

be included in GPA.

• If you feel you are in the A/B range, it would be more advisable to take the course for a letter grade.

• If you feel that your final grade in the course isn’t representative of your past performance and/or you are in the C/D 
range, Pass/Fail may be a good option.

• Remember to consider your semester GPA!

• Schools may as for an explanation for the P/F choice.
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Pass/Fail
General Advice

Medical/Dental/PA schools prefer that all credits possible are taken for a letter grade. Remember that the
schools are looking not only at the pre-requisite courses but also at the rigor of your chosen program and your 
course load semester-by-semester. 

What if I would like to take a MAJOR/MINOR REQUIREMENT pass/fail this semester?

Non-Science Majors

• While the courses will not be included in the BCPM GPA, they are still considered by professional schools in terms of 
your overall academics.

• Keep course impact in mind!
• If you are going to talk about how meaningful a course or program was to your development, interests, research, etc. this may be

diluted by the choice for a P/F grading option

• There are pre-requisites that are not BCPM courses.
• Writing-intensive courses, English Literature requirements  (see required courses at Weill Cornell, for example)
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Pass/Fail
General Advice

Medical/Dental/PA schools prefer that all credits possible are taken for a letter grade. Remember that the
schools are looking not only at the pre-requisite courses but also at the rigor of your chosen program and your 
course load semester-by-semester. 

What if I would like to take a PRE-REQUISITE COURSE pass/fail this semester?

One-year (two semesters) Biology with Lab

One-year (two semesters) General Chemistry with Lab

One-year (two semesters) Organic Chemistry with Lab

One-year (two semesters) Physics with Lab

Biochemistry (one semester)

Statistics (one semester)

Others: Microbiology, Genetics, A&P I /II, Cell Biology, Upper-level Biology Elective
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Pass/Fail
General Advice

Medical/Dental/PA schools prefer that all credits possible are taken for a letter grade. Remember that the
schools are looking not only at the pre-requisite courses but also at the rigor of your chosen program and your 
course load semester-by-semester. 

What if I would like to take a PRE-REQUISITE COURSE pass/fail this semester?

• Pre-requisite courses should always be taken for a letter grade. 
• In order to “count” for a pre-requisite, you must achieve a letter grade of C or better (C- and lower do not meet the standard).

• If you are in the A/B range, it would be advisable to take the course for a letter grade.

• If you believe you are in the C/D range, meaning there is the possibility you would need to re-take the course to achieve 
the pre-requisite standard, it would be advisable to take the course P/F given you believe you will receive a “P”. 

• Remember, ALL attempts at a course are included in your AMCAS or AADSAS GPAs, so if you take a pre-req and the first grade 
is a C- (does not meet the pre-req standard) and the second is an A-, both will be used in your GPA calculation for 
medical/dental school. If you chose P/F, this would then be a “P” and A-, and only the A- would count in the calculation.

• This is dependent upon RE-TAKING the course. 

College of Arts & Sciences



8

Questions?

Please use the CHAT function. Be mindful that I am ONE 
person and I’m doing my best to read and answer all 

questions. 

Please no personal or FERPA data in the chat window.
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