
From the Chair; 

 It gives me great pleasure to 

reach out here to those of you who 

were members of the Physics Depart-

ment in years past. During the 30-plus 

years I have been in the Department, I 

have had the opportunity to interact 

with many of you personally as teach-

er, research supervisor, adviser, or 

department chair. By the end of this 

academic year, I will have served 6 

years as chair, distributed over two 

separate terms, and this has been a fulfilling and rewarding 

experience. Another faculty member (TBA) will take over as 

chair in summer 2007, and I will be able to increase my time 

for research and teaching. When I first came to Syracuse, my 

main research interest was in photosensory transduction in 

microorganisms, based on my postdoc work with Max 

Delbr¿ck at Caltech. Beginning in the mid 1990s, I turned 

much of my attention to applied research areas including tele-

medicine and distributed medical intelligence, human-

computer interfacing, and most recently medical imaging.  

 The department is healthy and growing, with six su-

perb faculty hires since 2004, and with searches now in pro-

gress. As you will note in the following, much of that increase 

has been in the area of condensed matter. In addition to our 

other internationally recognized groups, condensed matter, 

particularly soft condensed matter, now has major recogni-

tion.  The other groups have also been strengthened; see this 

and future newsletters, and the department website, for more 

details. We have benefited by strong support from Dean 

Cathryn Newton and from the SU central administration. Our 

teaching, outreach, and doctoral research activities are all 

strong, and enjoy ample support. Our majors program has 

grown to over 40 students, many of whom are active in re-

search. Our emeritus faculty members remain active and come 

in regularly, often daily. The collegial and democratic tradi-

tions established by early leaders like  

 

(continued on page 3)   

 This is the first issue of a 

newsletter about the Department 

of Physics at Syracuse Universi-

ty and about both undergradu-

ates and graduate students. The 

idea is multiple. First of all, we 

would like all of you who are or 

were part of the Physics Depart-

ment to be aware of activities 

and interests of faculty and stu-

dents in the Department. But, 

more important, those of us who remain in the Depart-

ment want to know what has become of those who 

have had at least part of their education here. We would 

like to have you tell us how your physics understanding 

has helped you in your life since leaving Syracuse. For 

some of you that will be a continuation of the life as a 

research physicist and teacher. But, for most of you, we 

suspect that has not been the case and that you have 

interesting stories to tell us which can help us in our 

teaching and advising of present students. 

 This first issue does not contain all of the above. It 

is devoted to introducing some new faculty and a de-

scription of some changes in the research in the Depart-

ment. Condensed Matter Physics (CMP) group, where 

the main growth has been, is described by Mark Bow-

ick. There are also articles describing new activities of 

the High Energy Experimental Physics (HEE) group 

and about possible use of polarized HD in the Tokamak 

for fusion energy. And you will find more inside. 

 Finally, if the newsletter is to grow into a relation-

ship with the entire Syracuse Physics Family, we must 

hear from you in letters about where you are and what 

you are doing. But, we also want to hear from some of 

you with longer articles like those by Mark, Sheldon, 

and Arny. That's true even if you are not involved with 

physics, but finance, law, medicine, or any other activi-

ty that you find interesting and perhaps exciting. 

 ð Josh Goldberg, Emeritus Professor 
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     The College of Arts 

and Sciences at Syra-

cuse University has ap-

pointed M. Cristina 

Marchetti William R. 

Kenan Jr. Professor. 

Nationwide, only about 

120 academics share this 

major honor. The Kenan 

Professorship of Science 

honors the commitment 

to the most exacting 

standards for their own scientific work, along 

with great generosity of time and spirit in the 

mentoring of students and colleagues. 

 Marchetti, who has taught at SU for al-

most two decades, is known for her research in 

condensed matter theory and statistical mechan-

ics. In 2000 she was elected Fellow of the Ameri-

can Physical Society. Recently, she was named a 

recipient of the 2005 Chancellorôs Citation for 

Exceptional Academic Achievement at SU. She 

has served as chair of the scientific advisory 

board of the prestigious Kavli Institute for Theo-

retical Physics at the University of California, 

Santa Barbara. 

 She received her Laurea in phys-

ics cum laude from the University of Pa-

via in Italy, and her doctorate in Physics 

from the University of Florida. She held 

postdoctoral positions at the University of 

Maryland, Rockefeller University and 

City College of CUNY, and then served 

for one year as assistant professor of 

physics at the University of Illinois. 

 Cristina Marchettiôs research has 

spanned several areas within condensed 

matter physics. Cristina has proposed and 

developed theories that can be used to 

describe the flow of vortices, which have 

been tested by experiment. Recently she 

is applying her deep knowledge of hydro-

dynamics to problems in the interdiscipli-

nary field of biophysics. The applications 

of non-equilibrium dynamics and statisti-

cal mechanics to problems from biology 

is one of the two hottest fields in physics 

at the current time. Again, research in this 

area is a very competitive enterprise. She 

is already making a strong mark on the 

field. 

Some members have visited local 

high schools with a few demonstra-

tions to promote physics. The soci-

ety also routinely hosts social 

events, including movie nights, 

ping-pong tournaments, field trips, 

ski trips, etc. We are always inter-

ested in helping with Educational Outreach, so helping with 

Educational Outreach, so if you have any ideas, please con-

tact SPS President Jessica McIver at jlmciver@syr.edu. 

 Weôre also very pleased to announce that on May 4, 

2005, we re-inaugurated the physics honor society, Sigma Pi 

Sigma, at SU. Membership to the honor society is contingent 

on academic achievement (GPA of at least 3.6), participation 

in SPS, and educational outreach. In 2005 we inducted 8 

members and in 2006, we inducted four new members: Jil-

lian Dodge, Jeremy Chapman, George Mitchell and David 

Malling.  

 The Society of Physics has been thriving with the influx of 

talented and enthusiastic physics majors at SU. Since 2002, Prof. 

Steven Blusk has served as the chapterôs advisor. The chapter typi-

cally meets weekly or bi-weekly to enjoy pizza and refreshments 

while discussing various activities of the chapter. Over the last few 

years, the society has hosted several speakers including Dr. Al Bart-

lett on ñArithmetic, Population and Energyò, Dr. Robert Godley 

from Nine Mile Point Nuclear Reactor on ñChernobyl: A Lesson in 

how NOT to Build a Nuclear Reactorò, and Prof. Josh Goldberg 

gave a talk on Relativity. The society has also taken a number of 

educational trips, including visits to the Cornell Electron Synchro-

tron (CESR) and the associated detector (CLEO), NASA in Wash-

ington D.C., and the Laser Energetics Laboratory at the Univ. of 

Rochester. The society has also been active in outreach. For exam-

ple, some members have helped put on physics demonstration 

shows for the public with our lab manager, Sam Sampere. We have 

also hosted star gazing nights from the SU Quad using portable 

telescopes and from the large telescope at the Holden Observatory. 

Society of Physics Students ñ Prof. Steve Blusk, Advisor 
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 The Chancellorôs Citations is among 

SUôs highest honors given each year to recog-

nize the outstanding contributions made by 

faculty and staff.  The 2006 honorees include 

Mark Bowick, professor of physics.  

 In the time it takes most professors to 

conduct groundbreaking research, garner the 

esteem of colleagues and make contributions 

to one field of study, Mark Bowick has suc-

ceeded in two. He is known throughout the 

University and in the international academic 

community as an expert in theoretical particle 

physics and condensed matter physics, having 

made award-winning discoveries in both areas 

while remaining dedicated to teaching and 

advising responsibilities. Born in Rotorua, 

New Zealand, Bowick received his bachelorôs 

degree in 1977 from the University of Canter-

bury in Christchurch, New Zealand. He earned 

PhD in theoretical particle physics from the 

California Institute of Technology in 1983. 

Bowick came to SU in 1987 following post-

doctoral research positions at Yale University 

and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

He was promoted to associate professor in 

1993 and to full professor in 1998. In the 10 

years following his doctoral studies, Bowick 

made major advances in the fields of particle 

physics, string theory and quantum gravity, 

including experiments using liquid crystals to 

understand what may have happened in the 

moments following the Big Bang. Additional-

ly, he wrote several award-winning papers on 

superstring thermodynamics and black hole 

physics. He won 

first prize in the 

1986 Gravity Re-

search Foundation 

Essay Competition 

for his essay on the 

fate of black holes 

in the last stages of 

evaporation. 

 In the ear-

ly 90s Bowick be-

came interested in 

condensed matter physics, specifically the sta-

tistical mechanics of membranes and the phys-

ics of ordering on curved surfaces. Some of his 

most recent work centers on the century-old 

ñThomson problem,ò which deals with the 

minimum energy packing of particles on a 

spherical surface, posed in 1904 by Nobel 

Prize winner J.J. Thomson. Bowick, 

working with David Nelson (Harvard) 

and Alex Travesset (Ames Lab and 

Iowa State University), discovered 

irregularities in the structure of parti-

cles assembled on the surface of a 

sphere, which he called ñscars.ò The 

discovery represents a major step in 

solving what is considered one of the 

top 10 mathematics problems of the 

21st century. 

 Two graduate students, Luca 

Giomi and Homin Shin, are currently 

pursuing their PhDs under Bowickôs 

supervision. 

about the activities of the faculty and department. We 

want to hear from you about your life, your work, and 

how physics has been important to you. The latter is of 

particular importance to our students. So, please enjoy the 

newsletter, visit our website often, and stay in touch.    

 ð Edward Lipson, Professor and Chair 

Bill Fredrickson and Peter Bergmann persistða wonderful 

invariance principle. 

 When I approached Josh last Fall about editing this news-

letterðknowing he was just the right one to do itðhe imme-

diately agreed. We can all be grateful for his excellent, dedi-

cated work in producing this first issue of what we expect to 

become a continuing series. Indeed, I hope that this newsletter 

will promote interactions with you. You will hear from us 

From the Chair; continued 
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Kaustubh AgasheðI joined the depart-
ment of physics at Syracuse University as 

an assistant professor in 

August, 2005. I received my Bachelor of 

Technology degree in Electrical Engi-

neering at the Indian Institute of Technol-

ogy, Bombay in 1993. I then came to the 

United States to pursue graduate studies, 

obtaining my doctor of philosophy degree 

in physics from University of California, 

Berkeley in 1998. I also had post-doctoral 

research appointments at the University of Oregon, Johns Hop-

kins University and Institute for Advanced Study. 

 My research is in theoretical particle physics - on ideas 

going beyond the standard model (SM) of particle physics, a 

theory developed over the past couple of decades.  Specifically, 

my work focuses on two extensions of the SM: supersymmetry 

(SUSY), which is a symmetry relating particles of different spin, 

and the existence of extra spacetime dimensions. My collabora-

tors and I have shown that the idea of a "warped" extra dimen-

sion solves the puzzle of the enormous mass hierarchies, within 

the SM, offers a candidate for dark matter, and unifies the three 

forces of the SM. Hence, this framework is a worthy competitor 

to the more popular idea of SUSY which also enjoys some of 

the same successes. Currently, I am working on making predic-

tions for the framework of a warped extra dimension. These 

predictions can be tested in ongoing and upcoming experiments, 

especially the large hadron collider (LHC) which will be opera-

tional at the CERN laboratory in Europe in a few years. 

Britton Plourde ðI joined the Physics De-
partment in January 2005 and have been 

building a low-temperature research lab to 

study quantum coherence in superconduct-

ing devices. I did my undergraduate work at 

the University of Michigan where, in addi-

tion to a BS in physics, I received a Bache-

lor of Music degree in flute performance. 

While working on my dissertation in Phys-

ics at the University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign, I also continued to study music. In 2000, I received 

my PhD for studying the dynamics of vortices in superconduc-

tors and a M. Music degree in flute performance. I met my wife 

Alina, a music graduate student, during this time. She had re-

ceived her Bachelor degree from the Eastman School of Music and 

both her M. Music and DMA from Illinois. Before moving to Sy-

racuse, I was a postdoctoral research associate at the UC, Berke-

ley. In 2006, I received a CAREER award from the NSF, 

providing funding for five years for my research program and 

education initiatives. 

Jennifer SchwarzðMany of us have expe-
rienced the frustration of trying to get stuck 

coffee beans out of a dispenser, throwing 

out expensive paint that has dried out and 

hardened, or even being caught in a traffic 

jam. These phenomena, along with the 

better known glass transition, are all exam-

ples of jamming---the transition of a many-

body system from a fluid-like state to a 

disordered solid-like state with an extreme-

ly long relaxation time. The nature of the 

jamming transition is one of the oldest unsolved problems in 

condensed matter physics. My research involves constructing 

and studying simple models of the jamming transition to provide 

a framework from which the more complicated problem can 

ultimately be understood. I also study more recent problems in 

condensed matter physics that involve biological systems, such 

as the cellular cytoskeleton and genetic regulatory networks. I 

received my BS/BA at the University of Maryland at College 

Park and went on to do PhD work at Harvard. After two post-

docs, one at Syracuse and the second at the University of Penn-

sylvania, I am back at Syracuse as an assistant professor. 

Sean Xing ðAfter I received my BA degree 
in math from Nanjing University in 1993, I 

did graduate work there in mathematical 

physics. I did some research in group repre-

sentation theory in the following few years. It 

did not take me much time to realize that the 

science I was doing was not what I looked 

forðnot even close. After receiving my MA 

degree in Physics in 1996, I left Nanjing and 

found a job in the First Institute of Oceanog-

raphy in Qingdao, a beautiful city in Northern China, famous for 

beer and mild weather, but no physics that truly interested me. 

Two years later, in 1998, I came to United States and became a 

physics graduate student (again) in University of Colorado at 

Boulder. Together with my advisor and other collaborators, I 

started my serious research in theoretical soft condensed matter 

physics . We analyzed the nonlinear elasticity of some novel 

material: nematic elastomer. I was awarded a graduate fellow-

ship from KITP at UCSB and stayed in Santa Barbara for the 

year 2002 to 2003. In 2003, I became a postdoctoral research 

associate in University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. At UI, 

I mainly worked on the vulcanization theory of rubber/gel elas-

ticity. In 2005, I became an assistant professor in SU.  
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 Over the last ten to fifteen years the Physics Department 

has built a strong research effort in the area of condensed matter 

theory. The Condensed Matter Theory (CMT) Group is now a very 

active group of 5 faculty members, 2 

postdoctoral associates and 5 gradu-

ate students, with a specialization in 

Statistical Physics and Soft Matter. 

The faculty members are Mark Bow-

ick, Cristina Marchetti, Alan Middle-

ton, Jennifer Schwarz and Sean Xing. 

Both Jennifer and Sean arrived as 

new Assistant Professors in the Fall 

of 2005 (see New Faculty).  

 The groupôs research focus-

es on two related topics: the physical 

properties of soft and living matter 

and the complex behavior of disor-

dered systems. Soft Matter is the sub-

field of Condensed Matter Physics that deals with easily deforma-

ble (soft) substances such as fluids, polymers, membranes, colloids 

and granular media. A complete physical description of the proper-

ties of soft matter is a great theoretical and experimental challenge 

because such materials can easily adopt a myriad of complex 

shapes and typically exhibit different behavior on different length 

and time scales. This can lead to novel physical behavior such as 

contraction on heating (polymers) and lateral expansion on stretch-

ing (flexible membranes). Soft Matter materials also frequently 

defy the traditional classification of phases of matter. They may, 

for example, be solids on short time scales but liquids on long time 

scales (glass, silly putty and corn starch in water) ï see http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2XQ97XHjVw  Some problems, 

such as the physics of granular materials, do not yet even have a 

proper physical formulation. Disorder and complex spatial and 

temporal variations are common ingredients as well in many soft 

matter systems and in disordered systems. The groupôs activities in 

disordered materials include memory, hysteresis and slow dynam-

ics in random magnets and superconductors. In context, 

physicists have learned a great deal about 

ñpureò (homogeneous) materials over the past 80 years, 

leading to developments in semi-

conductors, for example. Most 

natural materials and many lab 

materials are highly disordered: 

this leads to complex behavior 

over time and space. It also turns 

out that the numerical study of 

such materials is closely connect-

ed with problems in computer 

science, as computer scientists 

study large, complex, heterogene-

ous systems such as computer and 

transport networks. There is a 

commonality in tools and recent 

ideas in physics have even led to 

new algorithms for problems in computer science. The 

groupôs interests are closely tied to some of those of the CM 

experimentalists, especially with recently hired faculty 

Liviu Movileanu and Britton Plourde, given their research 

in biological systems and in the dynamics of superconduct-

ing vortices. 

 The CMT group is extremely active in the Depart-

ment with a weekly Condensed Matter and Biological Phys-

ics Seminar, typically with an outside speaker, weekly 

group meetings and frequent research visitors and colloqui-

um speakers. The group has initiated a semi-annual New 

York Complex Matter Workshop together with researchers 

at Cornell University and the Rochester Institute of Tech-

nology. The first meeting was held at Syracuse on Dec. 2, 

2005, the second at Cornell on July 21, 2006 and the at Sy-

racuse again on Dec. 14, 2006 ï see http://physics.syr.edu/

condensedmatter/Workshop/.  

 Prof. Middleton is Director of Un-

dergraduate Studies and supervises many 

undergraduate majors, with more majors 

each year. His most recent research stud-

ies deep relations between algorithms 

from computer science and disordered 

materials and surprising symmetries that 

exist in magnets with impurities. 

Alan Middleton is a theorist who studies problems in con-

densed matter physics. His undergraduate degree is from 

Harvey Mudd College and he has graduate degrees from 

Cambridge University and Princeton University. Upon leav-

ing the latter, he was a postdoctoral researcher at Syracuse 

University and then at the NEC Research Institute in Prince-

ton, before bouncing back again to SU, where he has been a 

faculty member for 11 years.  

Spotlight onñAlan Middleton, Associate Professor 

Condensed Matter Theory at SU 
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 Dr. Mark Trodden was appointed 

Alumni Associate Professor on September 8, 

2005. This named professorship is relatively 

new at SU. Only very few faculty, who, through 

their leadership have advanced the scholarly 

mission of SU have been given this particular 

honor.  

 Mark, a British citizen, earned an MA 

and a certificate of advanced study in mathemat-

ics from Cambridge University, and an MSc and 

PhD in physics from Brown University. He en-

joyed research associateships at both MIT and 

Case Western Reserve University and became a 

Visiting Assistant Professor at Case Western in 

1999. In 2000, Trodden joined the Department 

of Physics at Syracuse University. Trodden's 

research is in the area of particle cosmology, 

concerning the interplay between gravity and 

particle physics in understanding the uni-

verse. He is interested in the physics underlying 

the accelerating universe, the origin of the cos-

mic matter-antimatter asymmetry, cosmological 

inflation, the possible role of extra dimensions in 

physics, and the possibility that modifications to 

General Relativity might explain some of the 

most perplexing puzzles of cosmology. Mark 

regularly delivers invited plenary lectures at 

international conferences both in the U.S. and 

abroad. He has co-chaired the cosmology section 

of the American Linear Collider Physics Group, 

and has served as a 

representative to the 

International Task 

Force on Linear Col-

liders and Cosmolo-

gy. He currently sits 

on the editorial board 

of the New Journal of 

Physics. In 2003 he 

won a Cottrell Schol-

ar Award and in 2005 

he was awarded the 

Sir Thomas Lyle Fellowship from the Universi-

ty of Melbourne. 

 In addition, Trodden is involved in a 

wide range of outreach and public science edu-

cation activities; e.g., the Saturday Morning 

Physics lecture series and Cafe Scientifique 

Syracuse. He was co-PI on a National Science 

Foundation grant, Cosmic Connections, through 

which a set of permanent cosmology exhibits 

were designed, created and installed in the Mil-

ton J. Rubenstein Museum of Science and 

Technology (MOST) in Syracuse. In 2006 

Trodden and his Cafe Scientifique co-

organizers received the Community Outreach 

Award from the Technology Associates of Cen-

tral New York (TACNY) for their work. 

SU Physics T-Shirts: T-2006 has ñDonôt Drink and 

Deriveò on back and a bunch of mangled physics equa-

tions and ñSU Physicsò on the front. The t-shirt design 

can be ordered ($12 plus shipping) through the SPS web 

page at http://phy.syr.edu/~sps/shirts.htm. These t-shirts, 

can be ordered in both short and long sleeves. See the 

SPS webpage for pictures and prices of T-2007 (which 

can also be ordered in sweatshirt, with or without hood). 

Buy an SU Physics T-Shirt! 
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Shirt is based, with permission, on a design from 
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