
 1 

 
Syracuse University 

Maxwell School of Ci7zenship & Public Affairs 
Interna7onal Rela7ons Program 

 
Capstone Frequently Asked Ques7ons  

 
Q. What are the requirements for the capstone research project? 
 
A. The capstone is an original substan3ve research project that aligns with either your topic or 
regional concentra3on. 
 
Q. Do I have to submit a proposal for my capstone project? 
 
A. A formal proposal is not required. However, you must submit a 1-2 paragraph abstract that 
provides an overview of your research topic. It should clearly state how it relates to either your 
topic or regional concentra3on. The abstract must be submiCed with your signed Capstone 
Planning Form.  
 
Your signed Capstone Planning Form and abstract and will be reviewed by the IR Program.  Once 
it is accepted, your name will be added to the “IR Capstone” page on Blackboard under “My 
Organiza3ons.” You will submit a copy of your final paper to the Blackboard site. 
 
Q. Who grades my capstone project? 
 
A. Your seminar instructor will grade the capstone research project and your other work for an 
overall grade in the seminar. For your project and course to count for the Interna3onal Rela3ons 
capstone and seminar, a minimum grade is “C” for both. For a Dis3nc3on capstone, the 
minimum grade is “B” for both. 
 
Q. How long does the capstone paper have to be? 
 
A. The minimum length of the final paper is 4,000 words. This does not include 3tle, abstract, 
illustra3ons, and bibliography.  
 
For the Dis3nc3on capstone, the minimum length is 6,000 words, not including the front and 
end maCer noted above. There is no maximum wordcount or page limit. 
 
Q. How are finished capstone projects submiOed, reviewed, and evaluated by the IR Program? 
 
A. When your capstone research project is due to your seminar instructor, you will also submit a 
copy on Blackboard under “My Organiza3ons” and “IR Capstone Semester Year” (e.g. “IR 
Capstone Spring 2023”). Your capstone will be reviewed to ensure that it aligns with either your 
regional or topical concentra3on and meets the minimum word count and grade requirements.  
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Q. Is a formal presenta7on required? 
 
A. A public presenta3on of the Capstone research project is not required. Faculty instructors in 
IR-approved senior seminars may require an in-class presenta3on of the capstone research 
project or par3cipa3on in the Maxwell Celebra3on of Undergraduate Scholarship. 
 
All candidates for Dis3nc3on in Interna3onal Rela3ons must make a public presenta3on of their 
Capstone project. This can be in class or as part of the annual Maxwell Celebra3on of 
Undergraduate Scholarship.  
 
Q. Can I publish my capstone research project? 
 
A. Informa3on about seeking publica3on of your capstone project can be found on the IR 
Program Answers page, Publica3on Opportuni3es. 


