
Overview of Popular Fields/Sectors  

 US Government (US citizens only): The US federal government provides internship opportunities for 

students across almost all agencies. Note that any agency requiring a security clearance will have 

deadlines up to 9 months in advance. The portal for finding and applying to USG internships is 

www.USAjobs.gov  you can use their search function to sort by specific criteria and request email 

notification when a position matching your criteria is posted. 

Index of USG Departments and Agencies:  

http://www.usa.gov/directory/federal/index.shtml 

Defense and International Relations Agencies:  

http://www.usa.gov/Citizen/Defense/Organizations.shtml 

            Keep in mind that many security/ defense organizations have deadlines anywhere from 6 

            months to one year in advance. Planning ahead is essential. 

 United Nations:  The UN has several small program offices in DC. Most deal with government relations, 

(communications and advocacy issues with the USG). For a list of UN Offices in DC, please go here and 

click on the “Washington Offices” bar in the left navigation pane: http://www.unicwash.org/ You should 

also check out the UN Foundation, which has programs dealing with partnership development, 

children’s health, women and population, technology, climate and energy, US-UN relations, sustainable 

development, public affairs and grants: http://www.unfoundation.org/who-we-are/careers/ 

 NGOs/INGOs: There is a vast array of US-based international NGOS with headquarters in DC. One of the 

best resources to locate these organizations is InterAction’s membership list. You can search their 

member directory by filters: http://www.interaction.org/member-directory 

 Capitol Hill:  There are always numerous opportunities on the Hill!  Websites for House Members can 

be accessed at www.house.gov and Senators sites can be found at www.senate.gov  Look at your home 

state or NY State Representative. You should also look at the committees and sub committees that work 

on particular issues of interest to you: http://www.foreign.senate.gov/about/internship/ 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/committees/ 

 USG Contractors:  Whether it’s development or security, you can follow the money to see who has 

grants and contracts with the USG. Note that they will require US citizenship and security clearance. Not 

all are in DC, but the majority are.  

Security/Defense contractors: http://washingtontechnology.com/toplists/top-100-lists/2012.aspx 

Development contractors: http://www.developmentwork.net/resources/usaid-resources/506-usaid-

top-vendors-contractors-and-grantees-fy-2011 

 Think-Tanks:  DC is home to 393 think tanks which do research and inform policy on a variety of 

issues. Many think tanks are non-partisan, but many have their own political bent, so look at their 

mission to see their leanings and make sure they aren’t outside your comfort zone.  For think tanks, 

always look at their programs and projects – that is the level of specificity you need to zero in on.  

A fairly concise list of the top 50: http://washingtoncenter.ucr.edu/ThinkTanks.pdf 

Economic research (not all in DC!): http://www.nabe.com/publib/links/thinklink.htm 

 International/Multilateral Organizations: There are many international and multilateral 

organizations in DC across sectors. The World Affairs Council provides a fairly comprehensive list here:  

https://www.worldaffairsdc.org/international-organizations.php?org=think-tanks 
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