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WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, baptized as Johannes Chrysostomus Wolfgangus Theophilus Mozard, was a 
prolific and influential composer of the Classical era. 

Mozart showed prodigious ability from his earliest childhood. Already competent on keyboard and violin, he 
composed from the age of five and performed before European royalty. At 17, he was engaged as a court 
musician in Salzburg, but grew restless and travelled in search of a better position, always composing 
abundantly. While visiting Vienna in 1781, he was dismissed from his Salzburg position. He chose to stay 
in the capital, where he achieved fame but little financial security. During his final years in Vienna, he 
composed many of his best-known symphonies, concertos, and operas, and portions of the Requiem, 
which was largely unfinished at the time of his death. The circumstances of his early death have been 
much mythologized. He was survived by his wife Constanze and two sons. 

He composed over 600 works, many acknowledged as pinnacles of symphonic, concertante, chamber, 
operatic, and choral music. He is among the most enduringly popular of classical composers, and his 
influence on subsequent Western art music is profound; Ludwig van Beethoven composed his own early 
works in the shadow of Mozart, and Joseph Haydn wrote that "posterity will not see such a talent again in 
100 years." 

Early life 
1756 – 61: FAMILY AND CHILDHOOD 

 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was born on 27 January 1756 to Leopold Mozart (1719–1787) and Anna 
Maria, née Pertl (1720–1778), at 9 Getreidegasse in Salzburg. This was the capital of the Archbishopric of 
Salzburg, an ecclesiastic principality in what is now Austria, then part of the Holy Roman Empire. He was 
the youngest of seven children, five of whom died in infancy.His elder sister was Maria Anna (1751–1829), 
nicknamed "Nannerl". Mozart was baptized the day after his birth at St. Rupert's Cathedral. The baptismal 
record gives his name in Latinized form as Joannes Chrysostomus Wolfgangus Theophilus Mozart. He 
generally called himself "Wolfgang Amadè Mozart" as an adult, but his name had many variants. 

1762–73: TRAVEL 
During Mozart's youth, his family made several European journeys in which he and Nannerl performed as 
child prodigies. These began with an exhibition, in 1762, at the court of the Prince-elector Maximilian III of 
Bavaria in Munich, and at the Imperial Court in Vienna and Prague. A long concert tour spanning three and 
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a half years followed, taking the family to the courts of Munich, Mannheim, Paris, London, The Hague, 
again to Paris, and back home via Zurich, Donaueschingen, and Munich. 

 

1773–77: EMPLOYMENT AT THE SALZBURG COURT 
After finally returning with his father from Italy on 13 March 1773, Mozart was employed as a court 
musician by the ruler of Salzburg, Prince-Archbishop Hieronymus Colloredo. The composer had a great 
number of friends and admirers in Salzburg and had the opportunity to work in many genres, including 
symphonies, sonatas, string quartets, masses, serenades, and a few minor operas. Between April and 
December 1775, Mozart developed an enthusiasm for violin concertos, producing a series of five (the only 
ones he ever wrote), which steadily increased in their musical sophistication. 

Later years and death 
1788–90 

 
Drawing of Mozart in silverpoint, made by Dora Stock during Mozart's visit to Dresden, April 1789 

Toward the end of the decade, Mozart's circumstances worsened. Around 1786 he had ceased to appear 
frequently in public concerts, and his income shrank. This was a difficult time for musicians in Vienna 
because of the Austro-Turkish War, and both the general level of prosperity and the ability of the 
aristocracy to support music had declined. 

By mid-1788, Mozart and his family had moved from central Vienna to the suburb of Alsergrund. Although 
it has been thought that Mozart reduced his rental expenses, research shows that by moving to the 
suburb, Mozart had not reduced his expenses (as claimed in his letter to Puchberg), but merely increased 
the housing space at his disposal.Mozart began to borrow money, most often from his friend and fellow 
Mason Michael Puchberg; "a pitiful sequence of letters pleading for loans" survives.Maynard Solomon and 
others have suggested that Mozart was suffering from depression, and it seems that his output slowed. 
Major works of the period include the last three symphonies and the last of the three Da Ponte operas, 
Così fan tutte, premiered in 1790. 

Around this time, Mozart made long journeys hoping to improve his fortunes: to Leipzig, Dresden, and 
Berlin in the spring of 1789, and to Frankfurt, Mannheim, and other German cities in 1790. The trips 
produced only isolated success and did not relieve the family's financial distress. 
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Final illness 

 
Mozart fell ill while in Prague for the 6 September 1791 premiere of his opera La clemenza di Tito, written 
in that same year on commission for the Emperor's coronation festivities. He continued his professional 
functions for some time, and conducted the premiere of The Magic Flute on 30 September. His health 
deteriorated on 20 November, at which point he became bedridden, suffering from swelling, pain, and 
vomiting. 

Mozart was nursed in his final illness by his wife and her youngest sister, and was attended by the family 
doctor, Thomas Franz Closset. He was mentally occupied with the task of finishing his Requiem, but the 
evidence that he actually dictated passages to his student Franz Xaver Süssmayr is minimal. 

Mozart died in his home on 5 December 1791 (aged 35) at 1:00 am. 
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