
Using Copyrighted Material 

All students are expected to maintain and promote the highest standards of scholarly and 
intellectual integrity and honesty. As the author of a thesis/dissertation manuscript, you 
are responsible for certifying that the use (e.g. quotation, reproduction, etc.) of any 
previously copyrighted material appearing in your manuscript, beyond “fair use,” is with 
the written permission of the copyright owner. 

Section 107 of the Copyright Act of October 19, 1976 (effective January 1, 1978) 
discusses the concept of fair use. Consult The Chicago Manual of Style for an in-depth 
discussion. In general, excerpts in excess of 150 words, provided they do not constitute a 
major portion of the original work, are acceptable within the fair use doctrine. Please note 
that paraphrasing does not relieve you of the obligation to provide proper identification 
of source data.  

Material contained in your thesis/dissertation that is protected by copyright must not 
only be properly acknowledged, but may be included only with the written permission of 
the copyright owner, unless its use comes within the doctrine of fair use. (Note for 
Doctoral Candidates : ProQuest UMI Publishing Co. makes an effort to check with each 
PhD dissertation published for previously copyright material. They may contact you 
concerning proper attribution or a statement of  
permission.)  

For additional copyright questions, please email the Syracuse University Libraries at 
cipa@syr.edu.
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